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around the government not only the Bonapartists,
but the moderate conservatives and the republicans,
and the revolution would have been nipped in the
bud, while Trochu would not have dared to play
into the hands of the demagogues and would have
kept his word. This view of the possible role of
M. Thiera was held by the Emperor himself when
he spoke on the subject in later years. "To form
a solid group around a government in danger," he
once said, "when the government does not bear the
anonymous label of Bepublic, is impossible in
France, unless some commanding voice is raised in
favor of such a course." But this part was too
grand for a man like M. Thiors, who possessed
medium political powers and was so fond of parlia-
mentary scheming,

Perceiving how valuable his support would be, the
Empress determined to see if he could be brought
over to her side. During this crisis, it was her rule
to strive to surround herself for the common de-
fcnao with men of ability whatever their political
opinions might be. She was even ready to take the*
first stop in this direction whenever it was neces-
sary. So the Empress now turned her attention, to
M. TMers. Prosper M6rim4e seemed the best man
to act as an intermediary between the Empress and
the all important deputy. The latter consented to
receive him. In a confidential report, M, Merimee
thus summed up his mission;

"I said to him; 'The Empress asks your advice.
She knows you are a good citizen, and she feels that
the advice you would give her would be to the best
inter eats of the country.*

nTMers: 'I am willing to forget old grievances,

413ght have given use-y enough, had he been hon-
